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Red Tape Review 
Regulations by the Numbers for 2011: 

283 Days: Since the President’s Executive Order on Regulations 

109 Days: Since the President’s Executive Order on Regulations for Independent Agencies 

1 Rule: Repealed this year – spilled milk not considered an oil spill 

508 Rules:  Regulations deemed significant under Executive Order 12866 

$84.8B:  Cost of regulatory burdens from new rules for the year 

67036 Pages:  Pages of regulations in the Federal Register so far this year 

88.2 Million: Hours of annual paperwork burden 

 

The Obama Administration is proposing a rule to cut the hours of service truck drivers can spend 

behind the wheel each day from 11 to 10. The rule is one of a handful of regulations being 

considered by the Obama administration that would cost companies at least $1 billion. The 

rule, which was supposed to be issued today by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, 

has been postponed. 

 

USA TODAY: Republicans: Get Government Out of the Way: In the party's weekly radio 

response to the president, Sen. Richard Burr of North Carolina said the Republicans' jobs plan 

is the right medicine. It calls for cutting taxes, regulations, deficits and Obama's health care 

law, and increasing energy production and foreign trade. (October 22, 2011) 

 

BLOOMBERG: Volcker Rule to Cost Banks $1B: The Dodd-Frank Act’s ban on proprietary 

trading and limits on hedge-fund investments, known as the Volcker rule, will cost U.S. national 

banks about $1 billion for compliance and capital, according to a government estimate. 

(October 28, 2011) 

 

FORBES: Flat Tax This: Regulations Are the Boot on Hiring's Neck: The roots of today’s 

economic troubles are hinted at in a new Gallup Poll of small business owners, which finds 

compliance with government regulations tops their “problem list.” Even the Office of 

Management and Budget notes that government paperwork consumes 8.8 billion hours. If you 

assume $40 an hour (good luck paying only that), you’re talking over $350 billion in paper-

shuffling costs alone, let alone compliance. (October 26, 2011) 

 

 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-10-27/tired-truckers-versus-efficiency-is-focus-of-regulation-fight.html
http://www.thetrucker.com/News/Stories/2011/10/28/FMCSANotabletomeettodaysdeadlinefornewHOS.aspx
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/theoval/post/2011/10/republicans-get-government-out-of-the-way/1
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-10-28/volcker-rule-to-cost-banks-1b-u-s-government.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/waynecrews/2011/10/26/flat-tax-this/
http://www.gallup.com/poll/150287/Gov-Regulations-Top-Small-Business-Owners-Problem-List.aspx?utm_source=email-a-friend&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sharing&utm_content=morelink


THE HILL: Over 50,000 Insurance Laws and Regulations: Time to Eliminate the Waste: 
(The) complex regulatory web is comprised of more than 50,000 insurance laws, 12,000 

insurance regulations, and 2,300 insurance bulletins across the country. In fact, it is estimated 

that the costs of administering this state-based system total $13 billion each year, costs that 

ultimately drive up insurance rates for consumers. (October 25, 2011) 

 

POLITICO: House Repeals Contractor Withholding: The House easily passed legislation 

Thursday aimed at easing regulations for businesses – a rare point of agreement between 

congressional Republicans and the Obama administration. On a 405-16 vote, the House 

approved repealing a rule that requires governments to withhold 3 percent of their payments 

to contracting businesses. (October 27, 2011) 

 

GOP Solutions to Red Tape 
 

Shelby Introduces Financial Regulatory Responsibility Act (S. 1615) 

 

Portman Introduces Bill to Reduce Onerous Red Tape on Job Creators (S. 1606) 

 

Collins Calls for “Time Out” from Burdensome Federal Regulations (S. 1538) 

 

Johanns Legislation Would Curb Federal Regulations on Job Creators (S. 1531, S. 1530, S. 

1528) 

 

Rubio, Cornyn, Hutchison Look to Shut Down Proposed IRS Reporting Rule (S. 1506) 

 

Johnson Introduces Regulation Moratorium and Job Preservation Act (S. 1438) 

 

Collins Introduces Bill to Give EPA Time to Implement Boiler MACT Rule (S. 1392) 

 

Toomey Introduces Employment Protection Act (S. 1292) 

 

Barrasso Introduces Employment Impact Act (S. 1219)  

 

Portman Introduces Measure to Reduce Red Tape on Job Creators (S. 1189) 
 

Inhofe Releases Senate Report Exposing the High Cost of EPA’s Water Regulations  

 

Rubio Calls on Senate to Act on Defunding Job-Destroying EPA Mandate (S. Amdt. 435) 

 

Senators Introduce Keeping Politics Out of Federal Contracting Act (S. 1100) 

 

Vitter Introduces Bill to Put “Moratorium” on Agencies Over-Regulating (S. 927) 

 

Alexander, Graham, DeMint Introduce Job Protection Act (S. 964) 

 

DeMint Pushes to Repeal Dodd-Frank Financial Takeover (S. 712) 

http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/labor/189591-over-50000-insurance-laws-and-regulations-time-to-eliminate-the-waste
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1011/66998.html
http://shelby.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsreleases?ID=df5330c4-80f7-479b-b6a3-c0b8e7d138be
http://portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=67da026c-d6de-4ac8-9555-54d1c09dc040
http://collins.senate.gov/public/continue.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=5e17ad4b-c9c0-cf5e-b57d-49c3b7c47bb5&CFID=111000282&CFTOKEN=14607599
http://johanns.senate.gov/public/?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=a744d700-f152-4d1c-96e2-f06ca110ab32
http://johanns.senate.gov/public/?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=a744d700-f152-4d1c-96e2-f06ca110ab32
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/175283-rubio-senate-republicans-looking-to-shut-down-proposed-irs-reporting-rule%C2%A0
http://ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=6510d860-c605-4da5-bd26-d4b3fe0ac461
http://collins.senate.gov/public/continue.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=4907f5b6-d170-069e-f38f-094d9dfd819e&Region_id=&Issue_id=&CFID=102303556&CFTOKEN=17382422
http://toomey.senate.gov/?p=press_release&id=165
http://barrasso.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressOffice.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=99f64ac3-0dd5-3636-67c6-888245b8cc61&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=22077607-12bc-4df4-8fe3-e09aff1a45ad
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=021d523d-242b-4170-8e95-cca755e46cbe
http://rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=646213c5-9cd4-4a40-bc81-a8216aafac51
http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Press.MinorityNews&ContentRecord_id=2d6a5335-5056-8059-7634-b86757d92c36
http://www.vitter.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c1c97c50-ecfa-3fb1-32d4-c73b3cde2d4d
http://alexander.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=cc98f272-f8c2-4952-88a1-4b5557650a64&ContentType_id=778be7e0-0d5a-42b2-9352-09ed63cc4d66&Group_id=80d87631-7c25-4340-a97a-72cccdd8a658
http://demint.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=d6b067f8-122b-4a61-893d-0c6d58cc5e63&ContentType_id=a2165b4b-3970-4d37-97e5-4832fcc68398&Group_id=9ee606ce-9200-47af-90a5-024143e9974c&MonthDisplay=4&YearDisplay=2011


 

Enzi Backs Constitutional Amendment to Give Power Back to the States (S.J. Res. 12) 

 

Senate Republican Jobs Plan: An Outline for Creating American Jobs and Prosperity 

 

Moran Introduces Bill to Reform Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (S. 737) 

 

Inhofe, Johanns Introduce “Comprehensive Assessment of Regulations on the Economy 

(CARE) Act” (S. 609) 

 

Collins Introduces “Clearing Unnecessary Regulatory Burdens (CURB) Act” (S. 602) 
 

Snowe, Coburn Introduce the “Small Business Regulatory Freedom Act” (S. 474) 

 
Roberts Introduces “Regulatory Responsibility for our Economy Act” (S. 358) 

 

Paul Introduces REINS Act (S. 299) 
 

http://enzi.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/news-releases?ContentRecord_id=3befecb6-67bc-45c3-8e35-c088fcfa5c75
http://portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=a7d8ce01-07a1-4dae-acd1-c9d579cc4be6
http://moran.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/news-releases?ID=18419a98-8ee4-4b84-80cd-52cf6043368d
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Minority.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c04d13ae-802a-23ad-4be4-d3679098ffb4&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Minority.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c04d13ae-802a-23ad-4be4-d3679098ffb4&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://collins.senate.gov/public/continue.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=c5617b03-d9bb-1c0c-39e5-df5ad242e1fc&Region_id=&Issue_id=&CFID=78940322&CFTOKEN=65263747
http://snowe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ContentRecord_id=b871d6b2-4df2-40ac-b096-6c70d403b15d&ContentType_id=ae7a6475-a01f-4da5-aa94-0a98973de620&Group_id=2643ccf9-0d03-4d09-9082-3807031cb84a&MonthDisplay=3&YearDisplay=2011
http://roberts.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=cb92f708-9879-4117-95d1-37d78c0b08f2&ContentType_id=ae7a6475-a01f-4da5-aa94-0a98973de620&Group_id=d8ddb455-1e23-48dd-addd-949f9b6a4c1f
http://paul.senate.gov/record.cfm?id=330956&

